HOLLIDAY PIGMENTS

Ultramarine in Detergents:
The blue that makes whites
whiter than white

Ultramarine blue is the synthetic form of a
naturally occurring mineral called Lapis Lazuli.
From the time of the Pharaohs, Lapis was widely
used in jewellery and as the blue pigment in
high quality decoration. It was the discovery of
its beneficial effects in laundering applications
- and the resulting increase in demand - that
led, in 1828, to the development of a process
for manufacturing the pigment on an industrial
scale. The natural product was neither
abundant nor cheap enough to justify its use as
a laundry aid.

Ulframarine soon became widely accepted as the ‘blue
whitener'. When James Reckitt considered the options for
expanding his successful laundry starch business by adding
related products, he chose to set up an Ulframarine factory in
Hull, England. That was in 1884 and it became the world’s largest
Ultramarine factory. It was still operational under the name
Holliday Pigments Limited up until 2007 and the company - now
based in Comines, Northern France - remains a world leading
supplier of Ultramarine today.

From its roots in the laundry industry, Ulframarine expanded info
plastics, cosmetics, paint, artists’ colours and numerous other
industries. But sfill a significant proportion of the thousands of
tonnes of Ultramarine manufactured each year is used to improve
the whiteness of laundered articles.

www.holliday-pigments.com
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